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Gibson-Glass, Mary

From: Novak, Elizabeth

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2008 11:24 AM
To: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Subject: FW: MFL legisiation

Mary:

| talked with Becky Tradewell this morning, and she referred me to you about this issue. Sen. Holperin's looking to make a
change to some managed forest law.

Below is the language we were thinking to address a particular issue in Goodman, WI.

If you want, | could explain the problem we have in Goodman and see if you think this language change would fix the
problem? Just let me know.

Thanks much!

-Liz

: Mo CRULD /MBS
Elizabeth Novak

Office of Senator Jim Holperin Ffat )Luit Coéwy\ar/
State Capitol, 409 South
(608)266-2509

I'm thinking of the following statute change:

s.77.83(1)(d) No managed forest land may be closed after January 1, 2009 if it was part of a contiguous parcel exceeding

8,000 acres under single ownership.
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" gteve Gostisha, Town of Goodman Board member, called today concerned about the local

hunting and fishing club that plans to break up their land into 56 LLCs and enter the tracts
into closed MFL removing the land from the tax rolls and the obvious impact it will make on
the Town of Goodman. He would like to speak with you directly about it.
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July 9, 2009
Paul DeLong
State Forester
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 7921 ,

Madison, WI 53707-7921
Dear Paul,

The Forestry and Parks Committee of the Marinette County Board of Supervisors has
been approached by representatives of the Town of Goodman to g0 on record as opposing
the acceptance of the Coleman Lake Club property into the Managed Forest Law
program as 56 individual 160-acre entries. It has been repeatedly stressed that the
Coleman Lake Club is a fishing and hunting club and that the purpose of the program was
to create incentives for individual forest landowners to engage in sustainable forest
management practices on their woodlands, not to reward wealthy landowners with tax
breaks.

This committee understands the importance of the MFL program and the need to
eficourage private non-industrial landowners to make their resources available for harvest
and to contribute to the economic wellbeing of this state. We run the risk of losing
credibility when we support a program for its benefits but condemn portions of it that are
locally unpopular. The club is apparently entitled to participate in the program and the
tax benefits it provides, yet the substantial loss of tax revenue to the towns and county is
very difficult to accept, especially in these time of reduced state aid and other budget
difficulties.

If, as suggested, there are unintended loopholes in the system that allow for this massive
shift to occur it i3 certain that other large landholders will also take advantage of it. Other
towns and counties will be faced with the seme hardships. The local units of
government, including the counties, will be forced to make up the shortfall from the non-
participating landowners to the extent allowable and will undoubtedly be forced to cut or
eliminate services.

We urge the Department of Natural Resoutces to examine the current program
qualifications and limits, and to modify as necessary to try to meets the needs of all
citizens of the state. It may also be necessary to examine the payments in lieu of taxes to
the municipalities to see if these funds can be increased to help soften the blow.
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Other possible considerations could be an increase in the yield tax at harvest and perhaps,
more importantly, establishing common-sense limits that reduce the amount of acreage
that can be entered annually under this type of ownership. This could help spread the
impact out over a four or five year period.

The Town of Goodman is an integral part of Wisconsin’s north woods. Like so many
communities it originated with the lumber industry, has relied heavily on large private
forest ownerships, and to this day owes much of its existence to logging and the
supporting businesses. This committee would take comfort in knowing that the State of
Wisconsin will do its best to ensure that the future benefits of being a part of this great
heritage will always outweigh any liabilities. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Lawrence Ni¢hols Allen Mans

Ce; Qovemor Jim Doyle
Secretary Matt Frank
Senator Jim Holperin
Senator Dave Hansen
Representative Gary Sherman
Representative Jeff Mursau
Representative John Nygren
Ron Kazmierczak
Joe Schwantes




'Gibsqn-GIass, Mary

From: Novak, Elizabeth

Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2009 9:55 AM

To: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Subject: RE: Drafting regarding managed forest land and the Coleman Lake Club
Mary:

That is fine by us. Bob Mather at the DNR has been our go-to guy. His phone number is 266-1727.
We've talked to him about both of these different language changes, so | think he should be pretty familiar.
Thanks and let me know if you've got questions!

-Liz

From: Gibson-Glass, Mary

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2009 3:41 PM

To: Novak, Elizabeth

Subject: Drafting regarding managed forest land and the Coleman Lake Club

Liz,

As to the first request you sent me, | really cannot draft it until | have more information and can talk to someone very
familiar with the managed forestland program to interpret the newspaper article for me. For example, | do not understand
what “recent change” in the managed forest land laws

Is causing the problem. Could | have permission to talk to someone at DNR concerning this and also your second
request?

Thanks so much,
Mary

Mary Gibson-Glass

Senior Legislative Attorney
Legislative Reference Bureau
608 267 3215
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2009 - 2010 LEGISLATURE Xlﬂ-D LRB-3239/ ¢

Pt
PRELIMINARY DRAFT - NOoT READY FOR INTRODUCTION

¥ (=

AN AcT ...; relating to: certain parcels of land subject to managed forest land

—_

2 orders that were part of a parcel of land under single ownership that exceeded

@ 8)000 acres in sizeF/

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
This is a preliminary draft. An analysis will be provided in a later version.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

X
SEcTION 1. 77.83 (1) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

77.83 (1) (a) (intro.) An Except as prohibited under Dar.'/(d). an owner may

designate land subject to a managed forest land order as closed to public access. The

SO~ NS BN

closed area may consist of either:
/ istory: 1985 a. 29: 1989 a. 79: 1993 a. 131; 2003 5 a. 299; 2007 a. 20. .
8 SECTION 2. 77.83 of the statutes is created to read:

W e
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' 2009 - 2010 Legislature -2- LRB-3239/?

SECTION 2

77.83 (1) (d) A parcel of land lﬁo\ézres in size or less that is subject to amanaged
forest land order may not be closed to public access if the land was, on{lanuary 1,

2009, part of a parcel under single ownership that exceeded 8,000\{1cres in size.
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-3239%dn
FROM THE MGG:p:.-
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU JLA'

v
I strongly recommend that you have Bob Mather and Quinn Williams of DNR review
this draft to make certain it achieves your intent.

Mary Gibson-Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-3215




DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-3239/P1ldn
FROM THE MGG:jld:rs
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

August 24, 2009

I strongly recommend that you have Bob Mather and Quinn Williams of DNR review
this draft to make certain it achieves your intent.

Mary Gibson-Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-3215
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1 AN ACT to amend 77.83 (1) (a) (intro.); Eé'rfs to create 77.83 (1) (d) of the statutes;

. e § AL v
relating to: certain @} of land subject to managed forest land orders that

3 were part of a parcel of land under single ownership that exceededJS,OOO acres

v

4 in size.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
i alt~An analysis wi fovi

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, dq
enact as follows:

5 SEcTION 1. 77.83 (1) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

8 closed area may consist of either:

9 SEcTION 2. 77.83 (1) (d) of the statutes is created to read:




2009 - 2010 Legislature -2- LRB-3239/P1
MGG:jld:irs
SECTION 2
v N v
77.83 (1) (d) & paregdyof land 160 acres in size or less that is subject to a managed
2 forest land order may not be closed to public access if the land was, on January 1,
3 2009, part of a parcelﬁnder single ownership that exceeded 8,000";cresin size.

4 | (END)




2009-2010 DRAFTING INSERT LRB-3239/1ins
FROM THE MGG:......
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

(62

Insert ANL

Under thé, Managed Forest Lan Program‘(administered b}ihé’ Department of *
Natural Resources, the owner of a parcel of land designated as @uanaged for
¥ 3M_F'I§r'ﬁakes ap annual acreage share payment that is lower than, and in lieu of, the
property taxes'that normally would be payable on the land¥ In exchange, the owner
must comply with certain forestry practices?’ The owner may keep a specific area
i closed to public access&nd the remainder of the MFL must be kept open for

recreational activitieggsuch as hunting, fishing, and cross-country skiing¥For MFL‘/

“© that is closed to the public, the¥MFL owner must make an additional payment.
\2_ Current law imposes size limits on the are Mhat may be closedqgrza of these limits
4 bein}y a maximum of 160 acres in a'single'town, city, or village. and

Under this bill, an MFIYowner may not close a specific area®ven ifitislessthan
% 160¥cres in a single town, cityjor village if the specific area of land was, on January

1, 2009; part of a parcel under singl?,ownership that exceeded 8,000acres in size.
For further information see the'state and local fiscal estimate, which will be

printed as an appendix to this bill.




DRrAFTER’'S NOTE LRB-3239/1dn
FROM THE MGG:,,\:..
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

Ante M

In redrafting this bill, I took out the word “parcel”vi'n the phrase “parcel of land 160
acres or less” })ecause parcel under the managed forest land programis generally used

for the entirearea of land that is suhject to the program. I used the word “area” instead.
Also, I think we could} ! u‘v s the phrase “160 acres or less’ {entlrely. While the use of #

he particular situation in your district, under the bill as drafted,
neet the requirements for government
areas regardless of whet, \}1

you may want

that phrase

and fractional lots under 8.77. 83 V.
originally part of larger parcels If you have been consulting with DNR)
to run this question by Quinn Williams or Bob Mather.

Mary Gibson-Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-3215



DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-3239/1dn
FROM THE MGG:jld:md
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

September 15, 2009

In redrafting this bill, I took out the word “parcel” in the phrase “parcel of land 160
acres or less” because parcel under the managed forest land program is generally used
for the entire area of land that is subject to the program. I used the word “area” instead.

Also, I think we could remove the phrase “160 acres or less” entirely. While the use of
that phrase addresses the particular situation in your district, under the bill as
drafted, areas larger than 160 acres can be closed if they meet the requirements for
government and fractional lots under s. 77.83 (1) (a) 2. b. and c. areas regardless of
whether they were originally part of larger parcels. If you have been consulting with
DNR, you may want to run this question by Quinn Williams or Bob Mather.

Mary Gibson-Glass
Senior Legislative Attorney
Phone: (608) 267-3215
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Duerst, Christina

From: Meinholz, Susan

Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2009 1:47 PM

To: LRB.Legal

Subject: Draft Review: LRB 09-3239/1 Topic: Limit on closing land under the manged forest
land program

Please Jacket LRB 09-3239/1 for the SENATE.




